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On November 29, 2013. at the end of a meeting with the Superiors General 
of Male Religious lnstitutes Pope Francis proclaimed a Jubilee Year devoted 
to Consecrated Life[1].  The Pope is following a suggestion made by the 
Cardinal Prefect and the Archbishop Secretary of the Congregation for 
Institutes of Consecrated Life and Societies of Apostolic Life[2].   As a Jesuit 
the Pope is well aware of the problems and values that arise in religious life.  
The Jubilee Year will coincide with the celebration of the Extraordinary 
Synod of Bishops on the Family (October of 2014 and 2015).  It will be a time 
of grace for religious life[3], the universal and the local Church.  It marks the 
fiftieth anniversary of the Second Vatican Council (1962-1965) [4] and 
especially the decree on the renewal of religious life, Perfectae Caritatis 
(October 28, 1965) [5]. 
 
The Second Vatican Council was a genuine and much needed “breath of 
the Spirit,”  not just true for the renewal of the Church (liturgy, structure, 
ministries, charisms) but for consecrated life as well.  We need only cite 
Chapter VI of Lumen Gentium devoted to this subject[6].  In the fifty years 
since the Council the charism as well as the ecclesial and spiritual status of 
religious life (an important and qualifying element) has undergone a process 
of renewal that was not without problems.  Consecrated men and women 
are committed to the Council directive that they be faithful to the Lord, the 
Church, their founding  impulse and the men and women they serve now 
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(Cf. Perfectae Caritatis 2) [7]. Pope Francis’  Year of Consecrated Life must be a time of reflection (memoria grata) on 
this recent past.  The Pope  told the Superiors General that a life totally devoted to  God   “is complicated.  It consists of 
sin and grace. During this year we must recognize and admit our weakness but at the same time we must proclaim with 
strength and joy the holiness and vitality of consecrated life.  This holiness is often hidden but no less effective in 
monasteries, convents and religious houses.    These men and women who inhabit them are “living icons” of the thrice 
holy God.  We are convinced and proclaim the words of the Apostle: “where sin abounds grace is even more 
abundant”[8].  
 
Consecrated individuals are called in the Church and for the Church.  They are the disciples of Jesus Christ whose 
presence, prayer and witness  reaffirms the importance, commitment and urgency of leading many, even too many, 
believers out of apathy and meaningless material pursuits. These believers are often on the edge of the Gospel 
challenge: if you had faith like a mustard seed (Cf. Lk 17,5) [9].  Even more than his words it is the Person of Christ that is 
“the universal,” “the center,” “the final explanation,” ‘the final response,” the “solid ground,” “the criterion of truth and 
value.”  Only based on the living person of Jesus can Gospel teaching – through the action and power of the Spirit – 
give form to the Christian’s life and make it a life of uninterrupted discipleship.  One is always the disciple of someone 
not something – not even a precious intellectual or ethical treasure[10].  Jesus is the very reality of the Kingdom of God; 
Jesus’ lifestyle reveals the lifestyle of the Kingdom.  In concrete terms the virtues which Jesus, the Master, teaches and 
shares with us are the virtues of the Kingdom.  Following Christ is different from following the teachers of Israel.  It involves 
a radical discipleship – not of ancient teachers – but of oneself.  The disciple is free of everything and everyone and can 
therefore be everything to everyone.  One must practice the virtues of the Kingdom which become the exquisite virtues 
of disciples.  More and more the Church of our times is calling religious to use their witness, poverty and prayer to arouse 
the world and to renew the fervor of believers who have gone lukewarm or who are reluctant to accept the good news 
of God in our difficult but blessed times[11]. 
 
Consecrated Life: the Risen Lord’s Gift to the Church and to the World 
 
Jesus’ Gospel is an inexhaustible source of inspiration for the life of the Church and its historical journey towards the 
Trinity.  The Gospel is the word of the Living Lord; he invites us to build with him the narrative of the coming of God – an 
Exodus story[12]. Through this word the Living Lord  makes himself understood and received.  One who understands and 
receives this word in the Church (in ecclesia) shares in a marvelous variety of languages[13]:  the language of life and 
choice, the language of reflection and thought, the language of prayer and spiritual experience and the language of 
art, music and culture.  From the one seed of God’s word a wide variety of fruits spring up in the Church and in the 
world[14].  One of the most significant examples of this in the history of the Church is the spirituality and multiplicity of 
forms of consecrated life.  These two elements (spirituality and variety of forms) are intimately linked.  Frequently the  
spirituality derives from the experience shared by the founders of the principal religious institutions or it derives from the 
different ways they put discipleship (sequela Christi) into action.  In paragraph 83 (Verbum Dei et vita consecrata) of the 
Apostolic Exhortation, Verbum Domini, Pope Benedict XVI (2005-2013) emphasizes the relationship between the Word of 
God and consecrated life.   Pope Francis has frequently expressed the conviction that religious life is a precious gift for 
the life of the Church and for the world[15].  Religious life is a gift; it is the experience of many centuries that now more 
than ever must be defended, promoted, re-interpreted and re-presented to younger generations who – at least in the 
West – seem little interested or attracted by its charism, devotion and service.  I am a member of the Servite Order and 
the Marianum is entrusted to the care of this Order.  Ours is a medieval religious family devoted to Our Lady.  In its recent 
Marian Document (December 25, 2013) we read: 
 
“Discipleship presents an educational challenge: the courage of proclamation especially among the younger 
generations.  In spite of the social, political and cultural advances of the so-called “first world” we often see young 
people as a “problem” faced with which we feel “inadequate.”  We develop a sort of “silent resignation;”  we become 
increasingly convinced that the world of religious life and the world of young people cannot communicate; each must 
go his  own way.  But the faith history of Mary, Joseph, Elizabeth, Simeon, Anna and our First Fathers teaches us that we 
must not just preserve in but expand our love for the younger generations even if this turns into a “sword.”  It is true: 
young people can be a sword.  Their presence, questions, needs, problems,  aspirations and lives force us to determine 
where our treasure and heart are: in the work of God or in our own projects (Cf. Mt 13, 44-46).  To accept this “sword” 
and be converted is the necessary first step to encounter young people not as strangers but those to whom we have 
devoted our lives.  They are the future of society and of the Church.  In the words of Pope Francis (Evangelii Gaudium) 
the Church must be “an open hearted mother.”  The presence of this “sword” is the first act that reveals and supports 
“the spiritual paternity and maternity” that is promised to all who embrace consecrated life.  It is the condition that 
allows us to encounter young people without complexes or compromises.  We are not embarrassed when they give us 
the last place – as long as that place reflects the Gospel (Cf. Lk 14, 7-11)“ [16].  
 
In a time of great change and uncertainty such as our own the urge to renewal, the inspiration of Christian faith, the 
ability to adapt and be creative – all these things depend on contact with, immersion and trust in the Living Lord who 
both speaks and loves through the Word.  In times of great crisis and the need to change course, religious life and the 
Church as well have always turned with confidence to the Word of the Lord.  His Word alone can renew and give us 
élan and courage.  In its best times and in its most authentic representatives the history of religious/consecrated life 
reveals the Word of God as the primary and sometimes the only nourishment of spiritual life.  The monk was formed by 
the Word.  He became a “living library” of the Word.  With the firm conviction that it was “useful for teaching” (2 Tim 
3,16) the monk drew continual inspiration and guidance from Sacred Scripture for both his personal and his community 
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life[17].  For the monk reading and meditating on Scripture was a treasure and an inexhaustible resource for consecrated 
life. 
 
By definition consecrated life is totally dedicated – spirit, soul, body (toto corde) – to the Lord who is loved and served 
above all else.  Religious life is a corporal sign, a witness of love in the world and among men.  It is a love that satisfies, 
quenches our thirst, supports us and gives us joy.  St. John Paul II (1978-2005) was a faithful protagonist and promoter of 
the full acceptance of Vatican II.  During his long and intense pontificate he paid special attention to consecrated life.   
According to John Paul II, a loving encounter with Christ is the foundation of this special charism/vocation.  Christ is the 
origin, the purpose and the measure of consecrated life.   In the light of Chapter VI of Lumen Gentium, this pope often 
spoke of consecrated life.  We note here only the most significant documents:  the Apostolic Exhortation Redemptionis 
Donum (March 25, 1985); the Post-Synodal Apostolic Exhortation Vita Consecrata (March 25, 1996);  the Apostolic Letter 
Ad omnes personas consecratas (May 22, 1988); his 19 teachings on Consecrated Life between September 28, 1994 
and March 22, 1995.  The Pope Emeritus, Benedict XVI was faced with continuing crisis and the challenges to 
consecrated life in our troubled times[18].  Often he spoke to the men and women committed to discipleship (sequela 
Christi).  He told them “to be careful with lifestyles that might weaken our Gospel witness, pastoral work and vocational 
response […] Only thus can we hope to evangelize effectively, proclaim the God of Jesus Christ and the joy of life” [19].   
 
Everything is based on faith and discipleship.  Religious life stands or falls to the extent the rock of faith stands or falls!  
Consecrated life is founded on Christ and on committed and the difficult – but not impossible – conformity to Christ.  This 
conformity is an essential part of the work of the Spirit in believers.  It begins with the sacraments of Baptism and 
confirmation and with the working of grace that these sacraments signify and realize – in fidem et per fidem.  In his 
Apostolic Exhortation Evangelii Gaudium (November 24, 2013) Pope Francis has this to say: 
 
“Jesus’ whole life, his way of dealing with the poor, his actions, his integrity, his simple daily acts of generosity, and finally 
his complete self-giving, is precious and reveals the mystery of his divine life.” (Evangelii Gaudium, 265). 
 
Consecrated men and women must be attentive to the men and women of our time.  They must see and serve them 
with Christ’s own heart and with the same concern  to which the whole Church is called.  In his Apostolic Letter,  I am 
writing to you (November 21, 2014)  Pope Francis provides the “background” and “reason” for his decision to devote a 
Year to Consecrated Life[20].  The Pope has three fundamental objectives in writing this letter:  - to look to the past  of 
religious life with genuine gratitude;  to live the present with passion; to embrace the future of one’s own devotion to 
God and his kingdom in the world with great hope.  We must be aware that this hope is the result of faith in the Lord 
who never ceases to assure us “Be not afraid … I am with you.” (Jer 1,8).   “This is the hope which does not disappoint; it 
is the hope which enables consecrated life to keep writing its great history well into the future.  It is to that future that we 
must always look, conscious that the Holy Spirit spurs us on so that he can still do great things with us.”  These are goals 
on which we must concentrate not just to make the Holy Father happy but to renew the motivation, pride and élan of 
the religious of our time. (Cf. I am writing to you I/1-3).  
 
After describing his objectives the Pope speaks of his expectations for this Year of Consecrated Life.  He hopes to see 
these expectations realized in religious communities beginning with individual members. 
 
“Where there are religious there is joy!”  We are all aware of the many problems that confront us:  decrease in 
vocations, aging members, closed communities, departures, sickness, depression, etc.  But in spite of all this our service 
within and outside the community must know how to seek and focus on the outcast with compassion, patience and 
love.  Our lives must be totally consecrated to God (the Other) and through him to others.  We must make visible the joy 
and beauty of living the Gospel of Jesus and following in his footsteps.  This will attract others willing to be disciples of the 
One alone who is necessary. 
 
The Pope is counting on consecrated men and women to “wake up the world.”  They will do this through one of well-
known aspects of religious life:  prophecy.  “This is the priority that is needed right now: ‘to be prophets who witness how 
Jesus lived on this earth … a religious must never abandon prophecy.” 
 
Through the grace of the Spirit and by following the example of the Lord religious can overcome the ever-present virus 
of individual and community selfishness and narcissism : gossip, envy, jealousy, antagonism, etc.  The Lord’s example will 
show us how to walk together in charity and how to become “experts in communion.” The Pope goes on to say I am 
sure:  “you will make every effort to make the ideal of fraternity pursued by your founders and foundresses expand 
everywhere, like concentric circles.” 
 
The Pope asks each  of us to “go out of himself,”  to meet the many and diverse needs of individuals and the world with 
humility and determination.  In his encyclical Laudato  sí the Pope calls the world “our common home” [21]  In 
paragraph II/4 of I am writing to you the Pope says:  “A whole world awaits us: men and women who have lost all hope, 
families in difficulty, abandoned children, young people without a future, the elderly, sick and abandoned, those who 
are rich in the world’s good but impoverished within, men and women looking for a purpose in life, thirsting for the divine 
…” 
 
Religious life that loves and jealously guards the spirit of prayer, contemplation, adoration and intercession for the 
Church and the world realizes the primacy of giving glory only to God (soli Deo Gloria). This religious life is like the Mother 
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of Jesus: it stands “at the foot of the countless crosses to bring comfort and redemptive cooperation.” (Servite 
Constitutions, 319). In his letter Pope Francis writes:  “I expect that each form of consecrated life will question what it is 
that God and people today are asking of them.”  To carry out their service to the Church and the world religious will 
have to avail themselves of the inventio caritatis – the “imagination of charity” something John Paul II referred to 
frequently.  Pope Francis goes on to say: “Only by such concern for the needs of the world, and by docility to the 
promptings of the Spirit, will this Year of Consecrated Life become an authentic kairos, a time rich in God’s grace, a time 
of transformation” [22]  that is clearly permanent! 
 
Our Lady Sister and Friend of Consecrated Men and Women 
 
In talking about consecrated life it is only natural that we look to Mary, the Mother and Servant of the Lord with 
admiration and affection.  She is the model, inspiration, support and hope of religious.  She is the image of what 
consecrated life is and tries to be in the Church and in the world.  Both in the past and today many male and female 
religious families see the Mother of Jesus as the guiding image of their own consecration to Christ.  This is an ancient and 
beloved custom in the Church with roots in the Apostolic Community (Cf. Acts 1, 14).   In the Acts she is considered the   
Paschal Gift and Commemoration of Jesus Christ.  She is a noble and inevitable part of the new brotherhood/sisterhood 
that is born in the great heart of the crucified and risen Nazarene.  He presents her as the woman where the ancient 
Israel and the new Israel (the Church) meet[23]. 
 
The Mother of the Lord is a model of total and faithful consecration to God in Jesus Christ.  She has been an integral part 
of the missionary and pastoral strategy of the Church in all times and especially now.  The Church has turned to her in 
various moments in her history and life – this is a fact.  Gradually we moved from accepting and venerating her in 
Apostolic times to consecrating churches, cities, nations, peoples and religious orders to her as a powerful mother and 
queen.  Without always acknowledging her inclusive motherhood and universal sisterhood she became the banner of 
the Catholic Counter-Reformation.  We have dedicated studies, poems and songs to her.  She is our inspiration.  At the 
Second Vatican Council she once more found her place in the People of God, the Church.  She is the exemplary 
image and loving mother of the Church.  She has gradually become the icon of the Mystery; she is the human element 
in the totality of God; she is the sweet sister and friend of mankind; she is the protological and eschatological woman; 
she gives honor to the humankind redeemed and loved by God in Jesus[24]. 
 
Both the 1994 Synod of Bishops and the 1996 Post-Synodal Exhortation, Vita Consecrata emphasized her relevance as 
an image and example for the whole ecclesial family.   Pope St.John Paul II pointed to the Mother of the Redeemer as 
a model of consecration and discipleship: a typus Ecclesiae (a prototype of the Church).  The Pope affirms traditional 
Church teaching: she is a fundamental presence in the spiritual life of individuals and the integrity,  unity and progress of 
religious communities.  She is a model of how grace is received by human beings.  Through her presence in and service 
to the mystery of Christ she teaches us unconditional discipleship and heartfelt service.  “Hence a filial relationship to 
Mary is the royal road to fidelity to one’s vocation and a most effective help for advancing in that vocation and living it 
fully.” (Vita Consecrata, 28).  From this perspective concepts from the document Servants of the Magnificat (March 25, 
1996, Servite General Chapter) remain true and cogent. 
 
“The typology of the relationship between Mary and consecrated persons is not theirs exclusively.  Apart from a few 
aspects that derive from the specific nature of consecrated life, this typology is common to all disciples of Christ, for 
Mary is mother and teacher, patron and queen, guide, model and sister of all.  Nonetheless, the affectionate 
persistence with which institutes of consecrated life refer to this typology is not without justification.  The typology, in fact, 
often mirrors spiritual experiences lived with intensity and insight in the context of consecrated life.  Religious have 
pondered the typology and demonstrated its efficacy, delineated its profile, and extolled its beauty and symbolic 
values.  It has often been the object of a deliberate choice in constitutions and witnessed to by a living tradition.  Finally 
it has been popularized to a great extent through the preaching of religious.  The members of institutes of consecrated 
life cannot boast of any exclusivity with regard to this typology but by God’s grace they have taken to it intensely and 
propagated it energetically.” (Servants of the Magnificat, 55). 
 
The relationship between Mary and the consecrated individual is not imposed by the Church, it is the result of a free 
choice.  It is an adherence to and personal, ecclesial acceptance of the last will and testament of the Lord (Cf. Jn 19, 
25-27).  In Evangelii Gaudium Pope Francis asks the Church to commit to the difficult but enthusiastic evangelization of 
mankind, culture, social and political structures with Mary in mind:  we must assume an evangelical and feminine style 
redolent of tenderness and compassion.  These are essential if we are to re-humanize and harmonize our place in the 
story of mankind.  Through the action of the Spirit we can create a place and narrative where God fits and humanity fits 
with him.  In his Apostolic Exhortation the Pope writes: “There is a Marian ‘style’ to the Church;s work of evangelization.  
Whenever we look to Mary, we come to believe once again in the revolutionary nature of love and tenderness … This 
interplay of justice and tenderness, of contemplation and concern for others, is what makes the ecclesial community 
look to Mary as a model of evangelization.” (Evangelii Gaudium, 288). 
 
These words provide a genuine paradigm for the consecrated life and its renewal if one can fathom and perceive its 
Marian nature!  There is a via Mariana to the rebirth of consecrated life in today’s Church and world.  All those who 
have received the charism of consecrated life be they men or women must search and search again for this Marian 
way.  Not just for our own sake but for the good of all believers and all those we serve[25]. 
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EXPLANATORY NOTES 

[1] The Jubilee Year begins on the First Sunday of Advent (November  
30, 2014) and ends on the World Day of Consecrated Life (February 2, 
2016).  See FRANCIS  I am writing to you,  Apostolic Letter to men and 
women religious on the Year of Consecrated Life, November 21, 2014. 
[2] Cf.  A. SPADARO, “Svegliate il mondo!”.  Colloquio di Papa 
Francesco con i Superiori Generali in La  Civiltà Cattolica 165 (2014) no. 
1, pp. 3-17. 
[3] it is worthy of note that Francis is the first Pope since the 
Camaldolese monk, Gregory XVI (elected in 1831) who belongs to a 
religious order.  
[4] Cf.  SINOO DEI VESCOVI – III ASSEMBLEA GENERALE STRAORDINARIA, 
Le sfide pastorali sulla famiglia nel contesto dell’evangelizzazione  
Instrumentum Laboris, San Paolo, Cinisello Balsamo 2014;  VARIOUS 
AUTHORS, Le sfide pastorali sulla Famiglia.  Sinodo dei Vescovi 2014, in 
Rivista di Teologia Morale 183 (2014), pp. 327-382. 
[5] For a description of the origin and contents of the Council text, Cf. 
P. MARTINELLI, La vita consacrata tra sfide e opportunità.  A 50 anni da 
“Perfectae caritatis” in La Rivista del Clero Italiano 66 (2015),pp. 334-
347. 
[6] Cf. I. Piano, La posizione della vita consacrata nella Chiesa alla luce 
del Vaticano II. Elledici, Torinio,2014. 
[7] Cf. F. CIARDI, Note sulla dottrina dei religiosi nei documenti 
postconciliari in Claretianum 36 (1986) pp. 293-313. 
[8] A. SPADARO, “Svegliate il mondo!”/ Colloquio di Papa Francesco 
con i Superiori Generali, in La Civiltà Cattolica 165 (204) no. 1, p. 5. 
[9] Cf. M.G. MASCIARELLI, La Chiesa, comunità di discepoli.  Verso 
un’ecclesiologia discepolare, in Kairós 2 (2012) no. 1, pp 83-161. 
[10] One might say that religious life, today, has the task of presenting 
Christians with the center of their life and experience.  It is not some sort 
of civil religion comprising tolerance, compassion and general 
benevolence towards others.  Rather it is the living Christ who 
challenges all to encounter him because he is still a pilgrim on the 
byways of mankind.  Standing before someone is not the same as 
standing before something (Cf. A. PARDILLA,  Il Cristo della formazione.  
Manuale biblico-teologico di formazione alla vita religiosa.  LEV, Città 
del Vaticano 2010). 
[11] Cf. S.M. PERRELLA, Maria icona della vita consacrata nel contesto 
dei nostri giorni.  Alune riflessioni per l’Anno della Vita Consacrata, in 
Theotokos 22 (2014), pp. 239-276. 
[12] Cf. B. FORTE, La trasmissione della fede, Queriniana, Brescia 2014. 
[13] Cf.  Catechism of the Catholic Church, 1992-1997, no. 94. 
[14] Cf.  BENEDICT XVI,  Verbum Domini, Post-synodal Apostolic 
Exhortation on the Word of God in life and in the Mission of the Church, 
September 30, 2010. 
[15] Cf. CONGREGATION FOR INSTITUTES OF CONSECRATED LIFE AND 
SOCIETIES OF APOSTOLIC LIFE,  Rejoice!, A letter to consecrated men 
and women. A message from the teachings of Pope Francis, February 
2, 2014. 
[16] 213° Capitolo Generale dell’Ordine dei Servi di Maria, «Avvenga 
per me secondo la tua Parola» (Lc 1,38). I Servi e Maria, icona di chi 
vive ascoltando e testimoniando la Parola, n. 71, in Marianum 76 
(2014), pp. 314-315; for a presentation of this document, Cf. A. 
Langella, in Theotokos 22 (2014) n. 2, pp. 319-323; P. Largo, in 
Ephemerides Mariologicae 64 (2014), pp. 377-379. 
[17] Cf. J.-C. GUY, Storia della vita religiosa. Una lettura sapienziale, 
Lipa Srl, Roma 2014. 
[18] Cf. G. SÁNCHEZ GRIESE, Ascolta o figlia! Insegnamenti di 
Benedetto XVI sulla vita consacrata, Cantagalli, Siena 2010. 
[19] BENEDICT XVI, Il primato assoluto dell’amore di Dio.  Ai membri del 
XX Capitolo Generale della Congregazione Salesiana, Monday March 
31, 2008, in Insegnamenti di Benedetto XVI, LEV, Città del Vaticano 
2009, vol. III/1, pp. 496-499. 
[20] The quotations that follow are all taken from that letter. 
[21] Cf. FRANCIS,  Laudato sí, encyclical letter on the care of our 
Common home, May 24, 2015. 
[22] See FRANCESCO, Illuminate il futuro.  Antonio Spadaro’s 
conversation with the Pope, Ancora, Milan 2015.  Spadaro is the editor 
of La Civiltà Cattolica.  He gives a detailed account of the November 
29, 2013 audience granted to the Union of Superiors General of Male 
Religious Institutes at the end of their 82nd General Assembly.  
[23] Cf. E.M. TONIOLO (edit) La Vergine Maria e la vita consacrata, 
Centro di Cultura Mariana “Madre della Chiesa,” Roma 1995. 
[24] Cf. S. DE FIORES, Storia della mariologia in IDEM, Maria.  Nuovissimo 
Dizionario, EDB , Bologna 2006, vol. 2, pp. 1661-1677;  S.M. PERRELLA, La 
Madre di Gesù nella teologia.  Percorsi mariologici dal Vaticano II a 
oggi, Aracne editrice, Roma 2015. 
[25] Cf. S.M. PERRELLA, Ecco tua Madre (Gv 19,27). La Madre di Gesù 
nel magistero di Giovanni Paolo II e nell’oggi della Chiesa e del 
mondo.  San Paolo, Cinisello Balsamo 2007, pp. 294-308: “La vita 
consacrata un dono da comprendere”; A. PARDILLA, Esplendor biblico 
de María, la suprema consagrada, LEV, Città del Vaticano 2016; IDEM, 
Maria, espléndido modelo de vida consagrada, LEV, Città del 
Vaticano 2015. 
[26] Cf. S.M. PERRELLA, Maria e I consacrati, testimoni della gioia 
Cristiana.  Alcune riflessioni in ordine all’Anno della vita consacrata, in 
Ephemerides Mariologicae 65 (2015), pp. 247-276. 
 

 
Conclusion 
 
Mary of Nazareth the Mother of Jesus, was a believer and 
a disciple of the Word.  She was an eminent member of 
the Church, the source of inspiration and our sweet sister.  
She reminds consecrated men and women that if they 
return to their origins with wisdom and relevance their 
experience will be: 
 
-  a memorial of the presence of God’s love in Christ 
incarnate who is totally devoted to the benevolent will of 
the Father and to mankind so in need of his saving 
sacrifice;  Christ invites us to follow him in poverty, chastity, 
obedience and loyalty to the point of martyrdom;   
 
- a life in the company of so many brothers and sisters 
who are called to the same witness of devotion, 
communion and mission; brothers and sisters following the 
promptings of the Holy Spirit; 
 
- an act of prophecy that bids us raise our eyes and gaze  
to the agape-like future of God and the Second Coming 
of the One who was humiliated and exalted; an act that 
plunges us ever deeper into history and the world  
 
– a world lacking the divine values of love, compassion 
and justice for others – especially the most neglected; 
 
-  a precious and unimaginable gift freely bestowed on 
men and women of good will:  all good giving and 
perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father 
of lights. (Jas 1,17).   
 
For this reason it is not at all strange to entrust all 
consecrated men and women to the Mother of the Lord.  
Following her example and with her intercession, through 
the grace and assistance of the Spirit of Christ,  they will 
become ever more determined and joyful in their journey 
of discipleship and the love of God and neighbor (Cf. I 
am writing to you, 5/III) [26].  
 

Salvatore M. Perrella, osm 
Preside 
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On February 25th at 4 PM there was a presentation of the Servite Marian Document in the Aula Magna of the Faculty.  
The document was prepared by a committee of Marianum professors appointed for that purpose by the previous 
Great Chancellor, Fra Ángel M. Ruiz Garnica.  The document was discussed and approved by the 213th General 
Chapter of the Order and then promulgated by the Prior General on December 25, 2013.  Attending the 
presentation were: Fra Gottfried M. Wolff, Prior General of the Order of Servants of Mary and Great Chancellor of the 
Faculty; Professor Salvatore M. Perrella, President of the Faculty; academic officers; the teaching staff and many 
students.  Many others were in attendance.  Preparation of a “Marian Document” is a tradition of Servite General 
Chapters.  It began in 1983 with “Do What He Tells You,” continued in 1995 with “Servants of the Magnificat,”  and 
now “Be It Done Unto Me According to Your Word.”  A Faculty committee prepared the document which was then 
submitted to and discussed by the Chapter.  The committee included the Chapter’s observations and suggestions 
and then produced the final document promulgated by the Prior General. The following Servites were members of 
the committee:  Prof. Salvatore M. Perrella (author), Prof. Ricardo M. Pérez Márquez, Prof. Fabrizio M. Bosin and Prof. 
Silvano M. Maggiani.  The committee secretary was Prof. GianMatteo Roggio, a Missionary of Our Lady of La Salette.  
Guidelines for a profitable interpretation 
and understanding of “Be It Done Unto 
Me According to Your Word” were 
provided by Professors Perez Márquez, 
Bosin and Roggio.  Pérez Márquez is a 
Scripture scholar.  He showed how the 
“Marian Document” fit into the logical 
framework and practice of intertextuality.  
This practice plays the biblical texts 
against each other to create “new” and 
“provocative” units of meaning.  
Intertextuality is a direct descendant of 
patristic and sapiential interpretation.  In 
the framework of present day linguistics 
and hermeneutics it  is a rich method for 
personal and community study of the 
biblical text.   Prof. Bosin teaches 
Christology in various Roman academic 
institutions.  He sees the real strength of 
the document in its ecclesiology 
(especially as set forth in paragraphs 74 
and 75) and the Marian and Mariological 
teaching that underpins and supports that ecclesiology.  The purpose of the document is abundantly clear and the 
hermeneutic sources it uses fulfill that purpose:  the Magisterium – especially Vatican II which is under attack by 
noteworthy sectors in the Church;  Servite tradition; and the Marianum especially in its methods of research.  Finally 
Professor Roggio noted several Mariological  “hermeneutical points of convergence” that underlie the composition 
of the document which had gone through 23 revisions.  There are exegetical patterns that correspond to a variety of 
milieux and the needs that derive from them.  It is multi-faceted – there is a  link between Mariology, Scripture and 
the everyday world.  The document highlights the Magisterium’s perspective on the Mother of the Lord; this 
perspective was caused and supported by an interpretation of the Council (link between Mariology, Church 
tradition and re-inventing the Church.)  There is the challenge of evangelizing popular Marian devotion – this is 
especially the case in communities linked to Our Lady in one way or another.  None of this can be separated from 
the policy aspect of the Church’s diverse Marian experience.  Consequently there is a quest for models of Christian 
witness that are both critical and prophetic; Mariology must be intrinsically social.  The presentation of the Marian 
Document was accompanied by Marian and Servite musical entertainment provided by the Compassionist Servants 
of Mary. 
 

Salvatore M. Perrella, osm 

Presentation of the third ‘Marian Document’ 
213th General Chapter of the Order 
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Mary in Contemporary Literature Cycle 

The “Women and Christianity Department” has been active.  
On March 7 and May 8, 2015 it promoted two encounters in the 
“Mary in Contemporary Literature Cycle.” 
 
On March 7 we discussed Michela Murgia’s essay Ave Mary. E la 
Chiesa inventò la donna (Einaudi, Torino 2011).  and on May 8 
we studied Colm Tóibín’s novel,   The Testament of Mary, 2012.  
In the November 7, 2014 discussion our focus was on Adriana 
Cavarero’s positions of  “feminism with a difference.” Cavarero 
is the author of Inclinazioni.    March 7 – the day before 
International Women’s Day we focused on the figure of Our 
Lady as presented by Michela Murgia – a sort of choral 
presentation.  It allowed us to reconsider what it meant to be a 
woman, what relations between women and women with men 
should be.  Murgia writes: “I must take Mary into account even 
though this is not a book about Our Lady.  It is a book about me, 
about my mother.  It is about my friends and their daughters … It 
is about all the women I know and recognize.  It contains a 
history of which we are the daughters and our men are the sons: 
men who would like us to be beautiful and silent – but above all 
- other.  This book is written for them as well.  I wrote it well aware 

that we will never escape from this false history unless we are determined to escape together.”  The book was discussed 
by Marinella Perroni of Sant’Anselmo Pontifical Athenaeum in Rome (she is the foundress and former president of the 
Coordinamento Teologhe Italiane.)  Gianluca Montaldi from the Università Cattolica del S. Cuore in Brescia took part in 
the discussion.  The author herself, Michela Murgia,  spoke with the two professors and the audience.  Her intellectual 
passion and liveliness were in evidence.  This Sardinian author has many works to her credit – among which is 
Accabadora, a bestseller that won the Premio Campiello in 2010.  The May 7 discussion was on an entirely different level 
and not a little upsetting.  It went well beyond traditional piety and devotion.  Colm Tóibín is a journalist, essayist and 
novelist.  He is considered one of the most important contemporary Irish writers.  He tells the story of Mary tenderly but 
with a good deal of rage.  For her Jesus was a lost son.  Now in exile and fear she tries to put together her memories of 
the events that have led to this end.  She describes Jesus as vulnerable, someone to be protected but is surrounded by 
men in whom she has little confidence.  She followed his “success” from a distance and then was present for his trial and 
passion.  When the life of Jesus began to assume the dimensions of a myth she decided to break her silence.  Her efforts 
to tell the truth reveal her stature and humanity as a mother. 
 
The novel has little to say about the Jesus event as historians of early Christianity or the evangelists would depict it.  This is 
a controversial and polemical work.  It is a free re-working of the event that focuses on family and the conflict of human 
relations within and outside the family.  Two scholars discussed the work critically – each from the perspective of their 
particular expertise:  Riccardo Perez, teacher of New Testament at the Marianum Pontifical Theological Faculty and 
Serena Peri, who teaches literature in Rome.  The audience took part in the discussion. 
 
Cettina Militello, the Department Director, introduced and moderated both discussions. 
 

During the 2015-2016 academic year we will concentrate on inter-religious dialogue from a feminist 
perspective.  The events scheduled are:  Le donne e il dialogo cristiano-ebraico [Women and the Christian-Jewish 
Dialogue] (November 12);  Le donne e il dialogo cristiano-islamico [Women and the Christian-Muslim Dialogue] (March 
10); Le donne e il dialogo tra il cristianesimo e le religioni orientali [Women and Dialogue between Christianity and 
Oriental Religions] (May 12).  We look forward to an interested and qualified audience of guests, students and 
colleagues. 

Cettina Militello 

Women  and  christianity  
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Meeting of the Congregation for Catholic Education with 
the Great Chancellors, Rectors, Presidents and Deans of 

Pontifical Universities, Roman Theology Faculties and 
Roman Institutions of Higher Studies 

The meeting took place on March 12,2015 (9 AM to 1 PM) 
at the Pontifical Urban University.  Msgr. A. Vincenzo Zani, 
Archbishop Secretary of the Congregation for Catholic 
Education (CEC) presided.  The meeting began with a 
prayer offered by the Cardinal Prefect, Zenon 
Grocholewski.  Representing the Marianum Pontifical 
Theological Faculty were General Councilor, Fra Jorge Luis 
M. Jiménez Delgadillo as the delegate for Fra Gottfried M. 
Wolff, the Great Chancellor and Servite Prior General and 
Professor Salvatore M. Perrella, OSM, President of the 
Faculty.  The morning work agenda included two subjects 
to be discussed and updated:  -  report and evaluation of 
the audits being performed by AVEPRO on Pontifical 
Ecclesiastical Institutions in Rome; - the reorganization of 
studies in Roman Pontifical Institutions.   The following 
speakers read reports on these subjects:  Msgr. Luis 
Romera, Rector Magnificus of the Pontifical University of 
the Holy Cross, President of the Conference of Rectors of 
Pontifical Roman Universities (CRUPR) and Father François-
Xavier Dumortier, Rector Magnificus of the Pontifical 
Gregorian University. 
 
A description of the current status of AVEPRO’s work with 
Roman Institutions along with statistics was presented.  
Work began in 2008 and was continued in seminars and 
meetings in 2009, 2010 and 2011. There were evaluations 
of the size, quality, sustainability, identity and future of 
various academic centers.  Up to now we have 
evaluated 34 of the 56 Faculties and Institutes present in 
Rome (ca. 60%).  We presented the statistics and results of 
our evaluations of  teachers, students, financial status, 
intellectual production, teaching, research, 
administration, organization, management of resources 
and balance sheet.  After AVEPRO’s presentation time 
was allotted for questions and interventions from the 
assembly.  The need to clarify and communicate the 
general objectives of the Church in the area of academic 
formation was discussed.  These objectives will provide the 
basis for the further study and discussion of specific 
projects such as collaboration in a strategic plan to 
provide better formation in the Church. 
 

 
 

The second part of the morning was devoted to 
the reorganization of studies in Pontifical Roman 
Institutions.  It began with interventions from Msgr. Luis 
Romera, Father François-Xavier Dumortier  and Msgr. 
Vincenzo Zani.  They listed the reasons why 
reorganization is necessary:  concern for the decreasing 
number and quality of teachers – especially in Religious 
congregations;  the decreasing number of enrollments; 
the serious financial problems some institutions are 
facing; the duplication of so many similar programs.  
Father Dumortier described the problems that arise when 
academic institutions run by religious congregations 
attempt to collaborate.  We must ask ourselves if there is 
the confidence and willingness necessary to initiate 
reorganization.  We have much work before us and we 
need to combine our efforts for the best result.  
According to the Rector of the Gregorian University the 
point of departure is a firm will to take part in this process.  
He also observed that there is  the need for a common 
vision.  This would involve active participation by all. only 
if we work together can we  identify the areas which 
need support. 
 

Jorge Luis M. Jiménez Delgadillo, osm 
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The International Mariology Forum was held in the auditorium of the Antonianum Pontifical University in Rome 
(May 17 to 19, 2015).  The subject of discussion was “The Message of Fatima: Charism and Prophecy.”  The Forum was 
organized by the Pontifical International Marian Academy in collaboration with the Marian Sanctuary at Fatima 
(Portugal).  The Forum was intended to present clearly the authentic theological, spiritual and pastoral meaning of the 
Message of Fatima and the apparitions of the Mother of Jesus to the three children.  May 7, the first day, began with the 
coronation of the statue of Our Lady.  Afterward Cardinal Angelo Amato, Prefect of the Congregation for the Causes of 
the Saints, recounted the history of the Marian apparition in 1917 and its recipients with his usual clarity and precision.  
The events were a gift of the Holy Trinity to enable mankind and the Church to understand the struggle between good 
and evil and the inevitable victory of grace over sin.  During this social, human and religious drama Our Lady with the 
Church and mankind as they go through these stormy periods of history.  She provides the energy to do good and to 
overcome the devastating assaults of perverse men and ideologies.  Professor Salvatore M. Perrella, President of the 
Marianum and President of AMI presided at the session.  Professor Cettina Militello, a teacher at both Sant’Anselmo 
Pontifical Athenaeum and our Faculty, acted as moderator.  Msgr. Antònio Augusto dos Santos Marto, the Bishop of 
Leiria-Fatima, spoke on the importance and relevance of popular Marian devotion from the perspective of 
Pope Francis.  Carlos Pedrosa Cabecinhas, Rector of the Sanctuary, focused on the theocentric, paschal 
and Trinitarian dimension of the spirituality and mystique of Fatima.  Other papers delivered were:  
Lettura teologica del messaggio di Fatima by Professor Eloy Buno de la Fuente from the 
Burgos Theology Faculty (Spain);    Il mistero dell’amore di Dio per il mondo nel 
messaggio di Fatima by Professor Vincenzo Battaglia, Christologist and President 
of PAMI; Fatima: luogo e messaggio di speranza per il mondo by Bishop 
Virgilio do Nascimento Antunes, the Bishop of Coimbra and the 
former Rector of the Sanctuary.  May 8 was devoted to 
workshops;  Group 1: Ecclesial movements and Fatima; 
Group 2: The Message of Fatima for the charism 
of Consecrated Life led by Professor Salvatore 
M. Perrella; Group 3: The Visionaries of Fatima.  
The academic conclusion of the Forum was 
delivered by the Bishop of Coimbra, Msgr. Vigilio 
do Nacimento and the President of PAMI, Father 
Vincenzo Battaglia OFM.  Professor Antonio 
Escudero of the Pontifical Salesian University 
presented a synthesis of the work group discussions. 
The Forum certainly opened up many avenues of 
theological, spiritual and pastoral discussion.  It 
presented the Marian Event in conjunction with the 
Trinity’s salvation plan and presented Mary as a 
Prophetess of God’s benevolence to mankind and 
creation.  As a woman she revealed the many, salvific links 
with the Church, mankind and the cosmos in God.  On May 
9 the Forum came to an end with the celebration of Mass.  
Msgr.  Marto, the Bishop of Fatima  led an act of trust in Our 
Lady in the Basilica of St. Anthony at the Lateran.  A wooden 
statue of Our Lady from Fatima was present. 

Salvatore M. Perrella, osm 

 
 
 

International 
Mariology Forum 
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In grateful memory 

 

On June 27 with affection and nostalgia the Marianum Pontifical Theological Faculty commemorated one of its greatest 
and most significant protagonists:  Father Salvatore Maria Meo (1927-1990).  It was the twenty-fifth anniversary of his 
death. Mass was celebrated that morning in the church of St. Juliana Falconieri and then in the afternoon there was a 
gathering in the Aula Magna of the Faculty.  Present were teachers, students, confreres, relatives and friends who knew 
and respected Father Meo as a man, a believer, a priest, a Servant of Mary and a teacher.  So many people were in 
attendance that many were forced to stand outside the Aula in the corridor.  Father Sergio Maria Ziliani,, Prior Provincial 
of the Santissima Annunziata Province presided at the Academic Event.  Father Meo had been the President of the 
Faculty for many years and Father Sergio had been his student.  The moderator for the occasion was Professior Gian 
Matteo Roggio.  The event began with Father Ziliani’s greetings to all present and then there were four interventions.  
The first to speak was Professor Salvatore Maria Perrella, the current President of the Faculty.  In 1990 he had been Father 
Meo’s assistant.  Next Professor Silvano Maria Maggiani, director of the Marianum learned collections.  He had been the 
Prior of the Study Community at the time of Father Meo’s death.  They gave an inside view of Father Meo in the Servite 
community.  Professor Perrella had been first his student and then his assistant in the 
Department of Dogmatic Theology.  He spoke of Father Meo as an academic.  He was a 
teacher and specialist in Mariology research – especially in the area of the 
Church’s Magisterium.  He knew how to perceive what was new in the 
Mariology promoted by the Second Vatican Council (1962-1965).   He 
studied the challenge between “privilege” and “service” and 
what this meant for pastoral work.  Even though he wrote no books 
he made 57 significant contributions to larger works that 
demonstrate his competence, insight, and love for the Holy 
Mother of the Lord.  She was inseparable from the mystery of 
Christ and the Church;  she was inseparable from the life of 
Servites and especially from the Marianum Faculty.  He was an 
intelligent and diligent promoter of the Faculty both inside and 
outside the Order.  He promoted the quality, depth and 
seriousness of its study of Mary in the mystery of Judeo-Christian 
revelation.  Professor Maggiani  spoke about Father Meo as a 
man and a believer.  He identified two important periods in Father 
Meo’s earthly life:  reconstruction after the Second World War and 
reconstruction after the Second Vatican Council.  Both of these periods were 
times of hope.  His faith was both solid and sunny – sunny as his birthplace, 
Campania Felix.  He was a man of generosity and charity.  The two places were he 
carried out this reconstruction were the Marianum and the church of St. Juliana Falconieri.  His 
Marian and Mariological experience brought together his human and his theological strengths.  His studies in no way 
diminished his human traits.  On the contrary they highlighted his natural characteristics.  His personal limitations 
revealed the power of the Spirit and of Grace ( 2 Cor 12, 9).  The Compassionist Servite Sisters (founded by Blessed 
Maddalena Starace at the turn of the 20th century in Castellammare di Stabia) provided a musical interval.  Song and 
music were an important part of Father Meo’s apostolate among young people.  After the music there were two final 
interventions:  Doctor Carla Salvetti (archeologist and university teacher)  and Doctor Franca Quaresima spoke.  Dr. 
Salvetti spoke of her experience in the group still known as “Father Meo’s Young People.”  Father Meo was committed 
to fostering the links between faith and culture and the dialogue that followed.  Dr. Quaresima had also been a 
member of Father Meo’s “Young People.”  She sang solo in the choir at St. Juliana Church.  She spoke of Father Meo’s 
delicacy and wisdom in spiritual direction.  Each individual had his own story and background.  Father Meo helped 
them become responsible for and conscious of their own life journey.  Afterwards Professor Perrella, President of the 
Marianum, thanked all the participants and urged them to cherish the memory of those who were a blessing in their life 
and community.  He entrusted Father Meo to God and the intercession of Our Lady and thus concluded the academic 
ceremony.  €3,000 were collected to start a scholarship in Father Meo’s honor. 

Gian Matteo Roggio, sm 
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A national meeting of theological institutions 

and institutes of higher studies was held in 

the Domus Pacis of Santa Maria degli Angeli 

in Assisi (June 11-12, 2015).  The theme of the 

meeting was “Intellectual Charity.”  Some 

140 persons took part.  Work began with 

greetings from Msgr. Nunzio Galantino, 

Secretary General of the CEI (Italian 

Episcopal Conference), Msgr. Angelo 

Vincenzo Zani, Secretary of the 

Congregation for Catholic Education and 

Msgr. Ignazio Sanna, the Archbishop of 

Oristano.  The principal subject discussed 

was the present status of ecclesiastical 

institutes in Italy and what was being done 

to improve the quality of theological studies 

to meet the expectations of the “Bologna 

Process.”  There was also discussion of the 

role of theological faculties and institutes of 

religious studies not just in ecclesial 

communities but in the promotion of 

dialogue between theology and civil, social 

culture.  This is especially important in our 

contemporary context of cultural and 

religious diversity.  Professor D.S. 

Kulandaisamy, teacher of Sacred Scripture, 

represented the Marianum.  Professor Gino 

Alberto Faccioli, Director of the Santa Maria 

di Monte Berico Institute of Religious Studies 

represented that establishment. 

  

Denis S. Kulandaisamy, osm 

«Intellectual  
charity and the new 

humanism» 
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XX SIMPOSIO INTERNAZIONALE MARIOLOGICO 

«MARIA E IL SACRO: FORME, LUOGHI, CONTESTI» 
MARY AND THE SACRED: FORMS, PLACES, CONTEXTS 

Roma, 6-9 ottobre 2015/Rome, October 6-9, 2015 
 MARTEDÌ, 6 OTTOBRE –TUESDAY, OCTOBER 6 

     
09.00 Apertura e saluto del Preside prof. SALVATORE M. PERRELLA 
  
 Prof. PAOLO COSTA/ISR – Fondazione Bruno Kessler – Trento 
               Il sacro e l’età secolare. 
  The Sacred and the Secular Age. 
  
11.30 Prof. CARMELO DOTOLO/Pont. Università Urbaniana – Roma 

Incidenza e plausibilità del sacro in teologia mariologica. 
Incidence and Plausibility of the Sacred in Mariological Theology. 
 

16.00    Prof.ssa ELZBIETA ADAMIAK/Facoltà di Teologia, Poznan – Polonia 
  Il sacro latente in alcune prospettive teologiche mariane contemporanee. 
  The latent Sacred in some Contemporary Marian Theological Prospects. 
 
18.00    Prof. DIEGO IRARRÁZAVAL/Universidad Católica Silva Enríquez – Santiago del Cile 
 Rilevanze del sacro nella pietà mariana dei popoli. 
 Relevance of the Sacred in popular Marian piety . 
 
MERCOLEDÌ, 7 OTTOBRE-WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 7 

 
09.00   Prof.ssa GIOVANNA RECH/Univesità degli Studi – Trento 
 I santuari mariani. 
 The Marian Sanctuaries. 
 
11.00 Prof. DENIS SAHAYARAJ KULANDAISAMY/Pont. Facoltà Teologica «Marianum» 
 La dimensione interculturale/interreligiosa dei santuari mariani: Asia. 
 The Intercultural/Interreligious dimension of Marian Sanctuaries: Asia. 

 
16.00 Prof.ssa CARMELINA CHIARA CANTA/Università degli Studi di Roma Tre 
 Il pellegrinaggio mariano. 
 The Marian Pilgrimage. 
 
18.00 Dott.ssa SANDRINE KERIAKOS BUGADA 
 Coordinatrice GoNeuchâtel – Service de la cohésion multiculturelle  La Chaux-de-Fonds – Suisse 

Dimensione interculturale/interreligiosa delle apparizioni e dei pellegrinaggi mariani. Esperienze e voci dal 
Medio oriente. 
Intercultural/Interreligious Dimensions of Marian Apparitions and Pilgrimages.  Experiences and Voices from the 
Middle East. 

 
GIOVEDÌ, 8 OTTOBRE-THURSDAY, OCTOBER 8 

 
09.00  Prof. LUCIO PINKUS/Università degli Studi Venezia/Arco – Trento 
 Problematicità dell’umano-religioso in alcune mariofanie. 
 Human-religious problems in some Mariophanies.  
 
11.30  Prof. FABRIZIO BOSIN/Pont. Facoltà Teologica «Marianum» 
 Perversioni del sacro. L’immagine immaginata della donna e Maria di Nazaret. 
 Perversions of the Sacred. The imagined image of the woman and Mary of Nazareth. 

 
16.00 Prof. SILVANO MAGGIANI/Pont. Facoltà Teologica «Marianum» - PIL, S. Anselmo 

La pietà mariana tra “regolata devozione” e religiosità popolare: ancora sul “caso serio” di Maria. 
Marian Piety between “regulated devotion” and popular devotion: still “a serious case” of Mary. 

 
18.00 Prof.ssa CETTINA MILITELLO/ Pont. Facoltà Teologica «Marianum» - PIL, S. Anselmo 
 La ricezione del percorso in teologia e mariologia. 
 The reception of journey in Theology and Mariology. 
 
VENERDÌ, 9 OTTOBRE - FRIDAY, OCTOBER 9 
 
09.30     Consegna del Premio «René Laurentin – Pro Ancilla Domini» - XIV Edizione 

al prof. PABLO LARGO DOMÍNGUEZ, CMF 
 
11.00     Lectio magistralis del prof. PABLO LARGO DOMÍNGUEZ, CMF 
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Publications  
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DI GIROLAMO LUCA M. 
 
- Maria nei secoli XVII-XIX: il pensiero dei teologi e dei predicatori carmelitani dell’Antica Osservanza, in L. BORRIELLO-L. 

GAETANI (a cura di), Per una mariologia carmelitana, LEV, Città del Vaticano 2014, 211-309. 
- La predicazione mariana nel periodo tridentino, in Theotokos 22 (2014), 2, 51-115. 
- La Madre del Signore nella Letteratura europea del XVI e XVII secolo, in Theotokos 23 (2015), 1, 55-95. 
- Maria (culto e devozione), in Dizionario Storico Tematico – La Chiesa in Italia (2 voll), pubblicato online in 

www.storiadellachiesa.it 
- Conversioni in Dizionario Storico Tematico – La Chiesa in Italia (2 voll), pubblicato online in  www.storiadellachiesa.it 
 
MAGGIANI SILVANO  
 
-  Il mistero cristiano si celebra “per mezzo dei riti e delle preghiere”, in Servitium 49 (2015) n. 219, p 93-112. 
 
MILITELLO CETTINA 
 
-   Don Tonino Bello: scritti mariani. Una lettura al femminile, in S. PALESE (a cura di), Don Tonino Bello cantore di Maria, 

donna dei nostri giorni, Viverein, Roma 2015, pp. 111-152. 
 

PERRELLA SALVATORE M. 
 
- Il capitolo VIII della «Lumen gentium» del Concilio Vaticano II fonte ispiratrice del pensiero mariano del vescovo 

mons. Antonio Bello, in S. PALESE (a cura di), Don Tonino Bello cantore di Maria donna dei nostri giorni, Edizioni Vivere 
in, Roma 2015, pp. 25-109; 
 

- Santa Maria, «offre una visione serena e una parola rassicurante» (MC 57). Il magistero mariano di Paolo VI (1963-
1978), in Ephemerides Mariologicae 65 (2015), pp. 171-207; 
 

- L’apporto del magistero pontificio contemporaneo allo sviluppo e all’approfondimento del culto cristiano a Maria, 
in S. M. MAGGIANI-A. MAZZELLA (a cura di), Liturgia e pietà mariana a cinquant’anni dalla Sacrosanctum Concilium, 
Marianum, Roma 2015, pp.161-313; 
 

- Lourdes, epifania dell’amore di Dio e della Vergine per l’umanità. Postfazione, in A. Grasso, Apparizioni, malati e 
guarigioni a Lourdes. La “prodigiosa”guarigione di Delizia Cirolli, il miracolo n. 65 di Lourdes riconosciuto dalla Chiesa, 
Edizioni Segno, Tavagnacco (UD), 2015, pp. 291-306; 

 
- Ancora su “Maria Corredentrice Mediatrice Avvocata. Ulteriori approfondimenti, in Theotokos 23 (2015), pp. 103-161; 
 
- La Madre di Gesù nella teologia. Percorsi mariologici dal Vaticano II a oggi, Aracne Editrice, Roma 2015, 304 pp.; 
 
- Maria e i consacrati, testimoni della gioia cristiana. Alcune riflessioni in ordine all’Anno dei Consacrati, in 

Ephemerides Mariologicae 65 (2015), pp. 247-275. 
 
ROGGIO GIAN MATTEO 
 
-  «Maria, donna dei nostri giorni». Per una mariologia popolare alla luce degli scritti di mons. Antonio Bello, in S. PALESE (a 

cura di), Don Tonino Bello cantore di Maria, donna dei nostri giorni, Viverein, Roma 2015, pp. 161-215. 
 

A cura di S. Maggiani e A. Mazzella sono stati pubblicati gli Atti del XIX Simposio Internazionale Mariologico (1-4 ottobre 
2013) con i contributi di Gilles Routhier, Fabrizio M. Bosin, Silvano M. Maggiani, Corrado Maggioni, Salvatore M. Perrella, 
Aurelio García Macías, Giorgio Bonaccorso, Cettina Militello, Klaus Peter Dannecker, Daniele Sabaino, Vincenzo 
Francia, Carmelo Dotolo. 

 

Publications / articles 
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Statistics for the 2014-2015 School Year which began on Wednesday, October 22, 2014 and ended officially on Friday, 
June 26, 2015. 
 
Matriculation / Enrollment 
 
Three-year Institutional Theology Course       33 + 9 from the Augustinianum 
Two-year Licentiate Specialization Course      30 
Cycle III: Writing Doctoral Dissertation       13 
Mariology Course         47 
Servite History and Spirituality Course       25 
        _______ 
Total  Enrollment        148 + 9 
 
Countries of Origin 
Argentina, 2; Belarus, 1;  Belgium, 1; Benin, 1; Bolivia, 1; Brazil, 4; Burkina Faso, 1; Burundi, 2; Cameroon, 1; Chile, 3; 
Colombia, 3; Czech Republic, 1; Democratic Republic of the Congo, 4; Germany, 3; India, 5;  Indonesia, 10; Italy, 40; 
Ivory Coast, 1; Jordan, 1;  Lebanon, 2; Madagascar, 1; Malta, 1; Mexico, 5; Nigeria, 4; Philippines, 15;  Poland, 6; 
Portugal, 3; Rwanda,1; Slovakia, 2; South Africa, 1; South Korea 1;  Tanzania, 1; Uganda, 18; Vietnam, 1; Zambia, 1. 
 
Continents 
Africa, 37;  Asia, 35; Europe, 58; North America, 5;  Oceania, 0; South America, 13.  
 
Status 
Religious: 107; (35 religious communities: 17 male, 19 female); priests: 21 (from 20 dioceses); lay people 22. 
 
Students enrolled in institutes recognized by the Faculty 
 
International Marian Research Institute (Dayton, Ohio, USA) 
-  STL 32 
-  STD 22 
 
Istituto Superiore di Scienze Religiose “Santa Maria di Monte Berico” (Vicenza, Italy) 
-  Two-year Specialization Course: 6 
-  Theology Course:    40 
-  Writing Master Thesis   7 
 
Instituto Mariológico “Santa María de los Siervos” (Mexico): 63 
 
DEGREES  AWARDED  (February – June 2015) 
 
Doctorate in Theology with Specialization in Mariology 
 
Published Theses 
 
STEIDL E. M., SHL 
The Union of the Hearts. The Marian Element in the Constitutions of the Catholic Society of the Two Hearts of Love of 
Jesus and Mary – Sisters of the Hearts of Love. The Attempt at a Mariology of Relationships, 2015, 296 pp. 
 
ARPUTHAM RAYAPPAN J., OSM 
Marian Devotion: a Vital Means for Evangelization in the Pluralistic Religious Context of Tamil Nadu, 2015, 301pp. 
 
Licentiate in Theology with Specialization in Mariology 
ALOFA LAURENT, SD 
PUTHUSSERY SHINY, CHF 
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Baccalaureate in Theology 
Pérez Jiménez Adolfo de Jesus, o.carm 
Garzón Lopez Martha Liliana, akgb 
Ambrožova Rủžena, akgb 
Kisomose Maurice, osm 
Mateega Charles, osm 
Turska Ewa, akgb 
Pétrik Patrik, akgb 
Lagos Alfonso Carlos Alberto, o.carm 
Myeza Gerald Sizwe, osm 
 
Diploma in Mariology 
Albano Emanuele, layman 
Myeza Gerald Sizwe, osm 
Kisomose Maurice, osm 
Nzeyimana Marc, Diocesan Priest 
Beblai Marie Laurence, ndi 
Borromeo Soler Olga, mssc 
 
Diploma in Servite History and Spirituality 
Vietri Gerardo Filippo, osm 
Albano Emanuele, layman 
 
 
 
 
NEW  MEMBER OF TEACHING STAFF 
 
Professor JAMES  PUGLISI, SA, will replace Professor 
Giovanni Cereti, SD, for the Ecumenism Course in the 
Second and Third year of the Three-Year Institutional 
Theology Course. 
 
 
 
 
APPOINTMENTS  AND PROMOTIONS  
 
Pending the favourable opinion of the Faculty Council 
in its  June 26, 2015, ordinary session, the Prior General 
and Great Chancellor, Fra Gotfried M. Wolff, issued a 
decree dated June 26, 2015, granting a missio 
canonica to teach to:  
 

- Father SÉBASTIEN BAKPENAM ABALODO SM, Assistant professor 
at the International Marian Research Institute (IMRI) di 
Dayton.  
 
Professor Salvatore M. Perrella, President of the Faculty, 
issued a decree dated June 30, 2015, with the following 
appointments: 
 
Father FRANCESCO  SCORRANO, OSM, Assistant to Prof. 
Cettina Militello  in the Ecclesiology and Mariology 
departments; 
 

- Sister  EVA MARIA STEIDL,  SHL,   Assistant in the Dogmatic 
Theology and Mariology departments. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
COLLABORATIONS 
 
During the second semester of the 2014-2015 School 
Year Professor Salvatore M. Perrella taught the following 
courses: 
 
-  L’inabitazione dello Spirito in Maria at the Pontifical 
Antonianum University in Rome in the Duns Scotus 
Department of Mariology Studies. 
 
-  Le icone teologiche contemporanee di Maria, Master 
Degree course at the Istituto Superiore di Scienze 
Religiose “Santa Maria di Monte Berico” (Vicenza) 
which is an affiliate of our Faculty. 
 
The Ufficio Liturgico Nazionale CEI invited Professors 
Silvano M. Maggiani and Ermes M. Ronchi to join its 
subcommittee for the revision, adaptation and new 
additions to Lauds and Vespers in the new edition of 
the Italian Liturgia delle  Ore.  
 
Professor Silvano M. Maggiani led a study group and 
presented the General Conclusions of the of the 
Decimo Congresso Internazionale di Liturgia Carmina 
Laudis: risposta nel tempo all eterno [Tenth International 
Congress of Liturgy Carmina Laudis: a response in time 
to eternity] at the Sant’Anselmo Pontifical Liturgical 
Institute in Rome. 
 
The Pontifical Council for New Evangelization (in charge 
of organizing the Jubilee) invited Professor Maggiani  to 
coordinate a limited work group to prepare the 
opening rites of the Jubilee in dioceses and guidelines 
for liturgical projects during the Jubilee Year; 
 
Professor Maggiani has taken part in the monthly 
meetings of the Consultors for the Office of the Pope’s 
Liturgical Celebrations; 
 
In the second semester of the 2014-2015 School Year, 
Professor Maggiani taught a course on Aspetti del rito 
[Aspects of Ritual] at Sant’Anselmo Liturgical Institute in 
Rome. 


